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Dear Friends,

Five years ago, my wife Sarah and I moved to Aspen from downtown New York City with our four young 
daughters.  We were attracted to all the world class features of this town that have been drawing visitors 
and transplants from around the globe for generations. But beyond the obvious physical and natural 
attributes of this town, what clinched it for us was the strength of the local community. Strong public 
schools are the beating heart of any community—and that is certainly true here in Aspen.

My goal as President of the Aspen Education Foundation is as simple as it is ambitious—to help make the  
Aspen Public schools one of the premier public education leaders and innovators in the state and eventually 
in the country. The Aspen community does not set its sights lower in any other area and there is no reason 
education should be any different.  

AEF has leaned in on funding a variety of programs that are helping to push the school district from great to 
exceptional. Whether it is the transition to a full K-12 International Baccalaureate curriculum, an additional 
college counselor, mental health resources, or our nationally ranked middle school robotics team—the AEF 
fingerprints and funding are there in the background.  We have also worked hand in hand with the current 
administration to help solve problems as they come up. In the past year this has meant teacher recruitment  
and retention bonuses as well as COVID related resources.  

Over the past year, it has been exciting to watch the support from the community for the public schools grow.  
AEF is simply a conduit for that support, and I speak for the whole board when I say we are excited about what 
we can do to help translate that support into tangible results for our children.

Warmly,

Paul Sohn 
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Dear Friends,

As I enter my 5th year as Executive Director of AEF, I am invigorated by the progress we have made and the 
possibilities for change in our district. Together, with the commitment of our parent body and entire school 
administration, we have brought to fruition the International Baccalaureate program for the whole district, 
additional mental health counselors in our elementary and middle schools, a newly developed teacher 
recruitment and retention plan, and an Outdoor Education coordinator, to name just a few of our impact points.

AEF works hand-in-hand with the Superintendent, principals, educators and parents to determine what our 
schools need and how we can help. Our AEF board members are local business owners, room parents, AHS 
graduates, substitute teachers, BOE committee members - and are always considering “How can AEF help?”

We feel forever grateful to the small group of parents, who in 1991 imagined bringing philanthropic 
individuals to provide funding for Aspen’s public schools. The State of Colorado fell in the bottom 10% of 
state funding for public education and our local schools and programs were negatively impacted. Their vision 
and commitment to a quality education - regardless of state funding - would prove to be transformational. 
This group called themselves the Aspen Education Foundation (AEF). Today, AEF is the primary fundraising 
source - and a changemaker - for our local Aspen public schools. 

Aspen is a community that celebrates and values the mind, body and spirit. We take care of one another and 
recognize that our greatest asset is our children and the quality of their education. Families find reprieve in 
Aspen’s safe and thriving public school system. However, this does not come without thought and it does not 
come free. 

The impact of AEF would be impossible without the support of our local community. Our parents, friends, 
families, small businesses, AHS graduates and grandparents have stood together to improve our children’s 
school experience. It is so exciting to see our impact in real time and we are thrilled to share our progress. 

We have made a difference in our students’ school day - and that is a great feeling. 

Thank you.    

Warmly,

Cynthia Chase

$17.5m

1,505+
students a year use  
at least one AEF program

90%

Since 1991, AEF has invested over 
$17,500,000 in our public schools

of students list an AEF program 
as why they love school
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INCOME

$425,000 Annual Fund  

$1,500,000  Event Income 

$70,000 Restricted Gifts 

$1,995,000  Total Income

GRANTS   

$60,000 Academic Support   
   ASD K-12/ Aspen Community School 

$200,000  International Baccalaureate (IB) program  
   AHS K-12

$72,000  STEAM (Science, Technology,  
                            Engineering, Arts and Mathematics)  
   ASD K-12

$85,000  Aspen Middle School Counselor  
   AMS 5-8

$85,000 Aspen Elementary School Counselor 
   AES K-4

$85,000 Post-Secondary Counseling 
   AHS 9-12

$175,000 Outdoor Education (ODE) and  
   Experiential Education (Ex Ed)  
   Scholarships and teacher trainings and  
   program coordinator ASD K-12

$44,000 Teacher Recruitment and Retention 
   ASD K-12

 $70,000 Restricted Gifts 

$100,000 Aspen Family Connections 
   ASD K-12/ Aspen Community School 

$976,000 Total Grants 

$750,000 Endowment Deposit

Financials 
We are grateful to our local community 

for an outstanding fundraising year. AEF 

was able to fund more school programs 

and positions than ever before—while 

at the same time investing in our future 

through the endowment. 

As we look toward the future, AEF has ambitious goals to 
support and elevate Aspen School District. We will continue 
to fund our annual primary programs, but will also build the 
program endowments—so all future generations will benefit 
as our students do today. This year we are proud to have done 
just that. AEF is also committed to supporting our district 
with teacher retention, recruitment and housing. And, as we 
continue to recover from online learning, we want to remain 
flexible to provide additional academic assistance.  

We can’t do this without our community’s support. Please join 
us, however you can, to support our students and our district. 
After all, our kids can’t make changes to their educational 
model—but we can.
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“The confidence that I gained from 
spending 24 hours alone on my 8th grade 
solo helped me in more ways than I could 
have imagined. Outdoor Ed is full of lessons 
that could never be taught in a classroom—
yet invaluable to our education.”

— Zach Small
ASD K-12  
AHS Class of 2022 
University of Michigan Class of 2026

Outdoor/Experiential Education
Outdoor Ed and ExEd are hallmark programs of Aspen School District 
(ASD) and AEF. Since its inception in 1968, Outdoor Ed has expanded 
greatly to offer beyond-classroom educational experiences in which 
students participate in a variety of outdoor challenges–hiking, climbing, 
rafting, ropes courses and group initiatives in the wilderness. The high 
school ExEd program has evolved to include a variety of national 
destinations for cultural, artistic, urban or community-based learning.   
Outdoor Ed and ExEd across all grades within the ASD provide 
carefully chosen activities that require students to take initiative, make 
decisions, reflect and analyze, and be accountable for the results. These 
experiences offer growth opportunities that are life changing. AEF funds 
scholarships so every student, in all grades, can participate. We also 
fund teacher training programs and wilderness certifications to ensure 
the highest quality experience. New this year, AEF will fund for a full-
time Outdoor Ed/ExEd coordinator. This position will ensure that all 
safety measures are taken, that the curriculum is aligned with the school 
curriculum, and that the program is held to the highest standards.

$75,000 
in scholarships given each year 

25 miles 55 years
trekked by each eighth grader  
in the wilderness to reach their 
overnight 24 hour solo

of Outdoor Ed and ExEd  
in Aspen school district

“When I reflect about memories from 
highschool one of the first things to come 
to mind are my outdoor ed trips. I was 
lucky enough to have three amazing 
trips, and each one allowed me to grow 
physically, emotionally and mentally 
helping me become who I am today.”

— Lindsey Heinecken
ACS K-7, ASD 7-12 
AHS Class of 2022 
Chapman University Class of 2026



6   |   ASPEN EDUCATION FOUNDATION

STEAM
Through STEAM (Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts and Mathematics) 
classes, our students are building the important life skills of problem solving, 
critical thinking, creativity, leadership and resilience.  They are also having fun 
and developing a love of learning. 

Robotics and aeronautics are two of the electives supported by AEF. 
Engineering is a key element and students have the opportunity to learn 
advanced CAD/CAM and Java programming. In the last two years, Aspen High 
School sent 3 teams to the State Robotics Tournament in Denver, and Aspen 
Middle School had 2 teams advance to the Colorado State tournament in 
Littleton.  AEF has a strong Robotics Endowment and is proud to support the 
Robotics program and to ensure that all future generations of Aspen students 
will have access to Robotics at AES, AMS and AHS.

Visual and performing arts are essential to the development of creativity, 
resilience and self expression. With AEF and community support, we are 
fortunate to have a strong theater, music, and studio arts program in the 
school district. Our District Theater regularly showcases our talented student 
performers. Advanced students in our district are able to enroll in IB classes in 
music and visual arts.

“I’ve always wanted to focus on science, and Aspen High School not only made it possible, but 
seamless. The teachers were phenomenal and inspired my curiosity. Thanks to Mark Whitley’s 
willingness to drag a telescope out to Moore field, I had a stellar view of the rings of Saturn. 
Sarah Benson’s humor and compassion allowed me to keep my composure when my fledgling 
experiments with yeast failed many times over. The science department at AHS gifted me the 
confidence and tenacity to study neuroscience at UCLA. Thanks Aspen High School!” 

 — Gemma Hill
ASD 9-12 
AHS Class of 2022 
UCLA Class of 2026
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560  
students at AHS will have access to  

math and literacy support from interventionists  
during SET class in fall 2022

NEW 
AHS student support team will open  

the Skier Resource Center, a new  
peer tutoring center, in fall 2022

••• 
AEF is supporting Aspen Words  
workshops in AMS to work with  

every single student

Academic Support
The Aspen School District is committed to the development of 
the whole child.  AEF offers academic support and intervention 
and helps to support individual education plans for every 
student.  Specifically, AEF provides the funding for an intervention 
specialist in the middle school and the Aspen Community 
School—as well as math and literacy support at every grade level. 
We are also proud to support Read with Me, a program that 
connects volunteers with elementary students to encourage the 
enjoyment of reading. 

With the continued challenges from the COVID learning 
environment, AEF is working closely with the district to determine 
additional needs to support our students. 

“My brother, Teddy, has autism and was 
really worried about starting the high 
school because he doesn’t do well with 
change. The day he started, the teachers 
and support staff and students were all 
coming up to say hello to him. Within a 
week he said there was nowhere else he 
would ever want to go to high school. 
Teddy and I have very different needs and 
the school has been able to provide for 
both of us.” 

 — Will Stiller
ASD 3-12 
AHS Class of 2022 
Georgetown University Class of 2026
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International Baccalaureate Program
We are so excited that the Aspen School District is now a candidate 
school for the International Baccalaureate (IB) Middle Years 
Programme and is pursuing authorization as an IB World School. This 
means that the IB program will be offered to our students in grades 
K-12, starting in the fall of 2023. AEF is thrilled to support this program 
and this transition. In the past year, teachers and staff worked together 
to create and craft IB units of study across academic disciplines at 
AES, AMS and AHS. This summer, teachers and administrators have 
participated in IB professional development training and courses 
across the state and country. The district-wide IB program is well on its 
way to all of our students!  

The IB program teaches our students to think critically and to learn 
within an inquiry-based model. Adding IB to AES and AMS will 
connect our schools and support students’ progression from grade-
to-grade using the same approach to learning. As the program 
progresses, AEF is committed to providing the funding necessary to 
bring IB learning to all students.

100%
of our seniors  

took an IB class 
during their time  

at AHS

24 
IB course  

options will be 
available to AHS 

juniors and seniors 
for the 2022/23 

school year

22 
seniors earned 
the IB Diploma  

in 2022

“The IB diploma was different than any other 
education I had previously received in the 
sense that it adequately equipped me with the 
worldly knowledge and character skills that 
actually apply to real life. I had the privilege 
of being taught by the most knowledgeable, 
helpful, and kindest teachers. The work I put 
into my IB diploma is what has prepared me 
for university and life beyond that.”
—Thea Hecht

ASD 9-12 
AHS Class of 2022 
Boston University Class of 2026

“I feel incredibly lucky to have 
attended the Aspen School District 
these past few years, as I owe 
much of my growth to the constant 
support of ASD teachers and staff. 
They encourage a global mindset 
both in and out of the classroom, 
strive to develop meaningful peer 
to peer relationships, and cultivate 
a community of lifelong learners.” 

— Laila Khan-Farooqi
ASD 7-12 
AHS Class of 2022 
Duke University Class of 2026
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136:1
student:counselor ratio. 

(The American School Counselor 
Association recommendation is 250:1)

95% 
applied and were  

accepted to college  
in 2020 

Post-Secondary & College Counseling
The Aspen High School Post-Secondary Counseling Program is dedicated 
to helping all students make the best possible decision for their time after 
high school.  Our Post-Secondary team prepares each student for post-
secondary success via one-on-one meetings, parent evenings, and student 
workshops and classes. This year, our 136 seniors applied to 267 distinct 
public and private colleges and universities. 129 will attend college, 3 will 
attend trade school, 2 will participate in an apprenticeship, 1 will join the 
military and 1 will enter the workforce. Our counselors helped each student 
find the right path for after high school. We are so proud of their choices!

How is this individualized attention possible in a public school setting? 
AEF funds one of the full-time Post-Secondary counselors. Each counselor 
works with juniors and seniors, and has a student:counselor ratio of 136:1. 
The American School Counselor Association recommendation is 250:1.  
This is truly a rare opportunity in a public school today. 

Please visit our website to see exactly where our seniors will be headed 
next year!

“Throughout the whole college 
counseling process, Charlie put me in 
a position that made me feel as if he 
wanted what was truly best for me - and 
he was willing to put in the extra time 
and effort to make it was also enjoyable. 
Susanne added a level of fun to the 
process and made sure I had everything 
submitted on time.”

— Martin Scanlan
ASD 9-12 
AHS Class of 2022 
Endicott College Class of 2026

“The AHS college counseling 
department was by my side every 
step of the way. They definitely had 
my best interests in mind and helped 
me find the right place for me.”
— Stella Halferty

ASD K-12 
AHS Class of 2022 
University of Wisconsin Class of 2026
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“The most rewarding part for me is watching certain students walk 
across the graduation stage  to receive their diplomas, seeing their 
proud families, and knowing that privately, behind the scenes and 
over several years, we had connected them to resources, services 
and more.  These young people can change the trajectories of their 
own and their families’ lives, and we are honored to be able to play 
a part in making their journeys possible.”

— Katherine Sand
Director Aspen Family Connections

Mental Health Support  
& Aspen Family Connections
Supporting the Whole Child 

Working closely with the district, AEF is committed to funding positions 
and programs to support our students’ emotional well-being. For the 
last three years, AEF funded a second counselor in the Aspen Middle 
School (AMS). This year, with the help of an individual donor, AEF will 
also add a second counselor to the Aspen Elementary School (AES). 
This will enable our school counselors to be in touch with every student 
and to offer counseling services back-to-back every day. We are thrilled 
to be offering this support. 

AEF is also very proud to support  Aspen Family Connections (AFC) 
as one of our priority programs. Post-Covid, the AFC team had a 
particularly busy school year, helping our district students and their 
families navigate life in the wake of the pandemic.  The team served 
174 families (444 individuals) with individualized case management 
support, connecting them to resources including mental health, 
academic tutoring, extra-curricular activities, economic and basic  
needs.  An exciting development was the arrival of two new team 
members, Renee Giles and Emily Cackett, hired through a partnership 
between the district and City of Aspen, funded by the City’s Tobacco 
Tax, to bring the district new focus on prevention and community 
collaboration.

4  
New clubs started at AMS to  

support varying student needs  
(ie: SPARK - students promoting 

respect and kindness)

250:1  
In 2022/23 both the AES and 

AMS will meet the national school 
counselor ratio of 250:1
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AEF Alumni
With over 1,600 active members, the Aspen High School Alumni 
Association on Facebook has been revitalized to help former 
AHS students connect with one another and for faculty and 
leadership at the Aspen School District to share exciting news, 
opportunities to engage with the school or to welcome newly 
minted seniors to the Alumni group. With the assistance of AEF 
board member and AHS Alum, Maxwell Rispoli, Class of 2010, 
the group has grown in size and in active participation. As the 
group continues to grow and develop, Max hopes to enable the 
platform to aid in the establishment of future alumni events, 
class reunions and keep the group connected with the wider 
Aspen community.

If you are interested in joining the Alumni group, please find us 
on Facebook at “Aspen High School Alumni Association”. 

“The Aspen school district has done so 
much for me. They bring me so much joy 
and happiness. I’ve never been happier 
in my life. During the pandemic the 
community helped me a lot with support 
and it shaped me into a person that 
wants to help the larger community— 
just like the school does.”

— Christian Morenco
ASD K-12 
AHS Class of 2022 
University of Colorado Class of 2026
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Reese Leonard, Co-President
Will Stiller, Co-President

Andy Bass
Emma Bern
Samantha Edelman 
Stella Halferty
Lyndsey Heinecken
Georgia Hollander
Ava Kaplan

Avery Leonard
Haver Muss-Nichols
Wilder Rothberg
Mia Seltzer
Ilsa Smegla
Devin Thomas
Cassidy Young

AEF Ambassadors
AEF believes that our students are the best spokespeople 
for our programs and the impact that they have. That 
is why, in 2018, the AEF Ambassador Club was formed. 
In addition to helping AEF introduce our organization 
to families at back-to-school night and at the Flamingo 
fundraiser, student ambassadors also volunteer 
throughout the year within our community in meaningful 
ways, like raising money for Aspen Family Connections 
or creating a pen-pal program with senior citizens in 
our valley. This year, two of our ambassadors created 
a video series for our social media channels, called the 
AEF Student Series. This ongoing project features lively, 
engaging student interviews, of all ages, about various 
programs that AEF supports. Here is an example from 
the popular Student Series on Robotics. We can’t wait to 
see what the AEF Ambassador Club does in our schools 
and community next year!

“IB created a challenging and personal 
experience within a public high school that 
elevated my learning. It also allowed for me 
and my peers to look outside the box and 
think critically about not only school work 
but also real world situations.” 
— Reese Leonard

ASD 9-12  
AHS Class of 2022 
University of Virginia Class of 2026

AEF Ambassadors 2021/22

https://www.instagram.com/p/CcaXDX6A9Qs/
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Flamingo 2021
Our annual Flamingo fundraiser is the highlight 
of AEF’s fundraising year. Energized with a new 
format, our attendees “flocked” to seven different 
local restaurants in town. The theme was Tinsel & 
Tartan, and our sparkles and plaid-clad community 
definitely came out in style! Our restaurant owners 
each went above and beyond to create a fabulous 
menu and lively drinks. The night was festive, 
intimate and a fabulous connection between 
our local restaurants and our local public school. 
There was a spirited live auction with trips and 
unforgettable experiences that raised record 
amounts for the school. The annual paddle raise 
reinforced our community’s commitment to public 
education. It was our most successful Flamingo to-
date and a night we will never forget.

EVENT SPONSORS

Allison & Randall Bone

Tracy & Bubba Eggleston

Anna & Matt Freedman

Melony & Adam Lewis

Omaya Sharaf & John 

Mahedy

Jennifer & David Millstone

Mary & Patrick Scanlan

Sarah & Paul Sohn

Styslinger/Altec Foundation

TABLE SPONSORS 

Alpine Bank

The Bern Family

The Brodsky Family

Marla & Larry Butler

The Cherry Family

Megan & Tom Clark

CP Restaurant Group

The Gilmore Family

Elizabeth Plotke & Kurt Hall

Hendrickson Construction

Lisa & Neal Kissel

The Klug Family

Pippa & Dan McHugh

Meridian Jewelers 

Esther & Craig Navias

Cheyenne & Daniel 

Neukomm/O’Neill Surf Co.

Obermeyer Wood Investment 

Counsel

The Romero Group

Randee & Bobby Ruiz

Kimberly & Brad Schlosser

SH Building Group

The Seybold Family

Michelle & Ken Stiller

EVENT COMMITTEE

EKS Events

Alex Ferreira

Allison Bone

Anna Hansen

Cathy Bern

Diana Ettlinger

Elizabeth Slossberg

Elizabeth Williams

Jenny Leshem

Lisa Kissel 

Lyndsey Haynie

Maria Butler

Maxwell Rispoli

Mary Cherry

Michelle Stiller

Molly Gilmore

Pippa McHugh

Ross Daniels

A Special Thank You To:

EKS Events, Local Spirits,  

Kissane Viola Design

And to Mary & Adam Cherry,  

Amy & Jeff Verschleiser and 

Michelle Fox for underwriting  

the teacher restaurant.

Flamingo, December 11, 2021
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$100,000+
Adam and Melony Lewis*
Omaya Sharaf and John Mahedy*
Jennifer and David Millstone*
Jennifer and Mark Styslinger ***

$50,000+
Debra and Reza Abbaszadeh
Alison Gelb Pincus
Mary and Patrick Scanlan**
Katya and Zach Sternberg*
Stephanie and Dan Zilberman
 
$25,000+
Anonymous
Allison and Randall Bone
Marla and Lawrence Butler* 
Mary and Adam Cherry** 
Sabrina and Stephane De Baets
Bubba and Tracy Eggleston
Anna and Matt Freedman
Meg and Armand Margjeka
Esther and Craig Navias*
Karl Peterson
The Salmon Foundation*
Jo and Tray Siegfried
Sarah and Paul Sohn
Amy and Jeff Verschleiser

$10,000+
Alpine Bank*
Alana and Blake Appleby
Sonya and Guillaume Auvray
Marc and Cathy Bern 
Carla Buffulin and Giuliano Infantozzi 
Kate and Ryan Craft
Bruce Etkin
EKS Events
Molly and William Gilmore
Elizabeth Plotke and Kurt Hall*
Bram and Lara Hechtkopf
Connie and Paul Jacobson
Warren Lichtenstein
Local Spirits
Karen and Kelly Locke 
Brandy and Richard McAniff
Daniel and Cheyenne Neukomm
Obermeyer Wood Investment Council 
Jeannie and John Seybold **
Jay Shiland and Elizabeth Maringer 
Juliet Shield-Taylor 
Jen and Mike Tullar 
Woody Creek Distillers

$5,000+
The Aspen Skiing Company
Alicia and Daniel Adams 
James Aresty **
Michelle and Raifie Bass
Elizabeth and Stewart Bohart
Julie and Randall Brodsky
SH Built
Megan and Thomas Clark
Clark’s Market
Fernando Correa and Catalina Machado 
CP Restaurant Group
Craig and Samantha Cordts-Pearce
Sarah and Chris Daniels 
Elizabeth and John Dowd
Heather and Todd duBoef
Dianna Duffey and Vince Lahey*
Fish Family Fund
Lisa and Mike Haisfield
Justin Haynes
Felicity Huffman and Bill Macy
Soledad and Bob Hurst
Jet It
Elizabeth and Kevin Keating
Lisa and Neal Kissel
Missy and Chris Klug
Amanda and Justin Leonard
Liza and Jon Mauck
Pippa and Dan McHugh
Stephanie and Diarmuid O’Connell 

The Romero Group
Randee and Bobby Ruiz
Kimberly and Brad Schlosser
Michelle and Tom Sherlock
Tami Solondz
Michelle and Kenneth Stiller*
Billy Stolz
Ellie and Adam Sztykiel
Katie and Steve Waldeck
Ashley Wein
Kelly Doherty and Michael Woodrow

* lifetime giving of $100,000+
** lifetime giving of $250,000+
*** lifetime giving of $500,000+
Our sincere apologies if we omitted a name

We are truly fortunate to live in a community that values strong public education. It is because of these supporters that our schools are filled with 
possibility. We would like to take this time to thank our donors from our 2021/22 fundraising years.

Donor List
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$2,500+
Aspen Snowmass Sotheby’s International Realty
The Beaufort Foundation, Inc
Sarah and Will Burggraf 
Jeffie Butler 
Bob Chase 
Katie and Judd Clarence
Richard Collins
Kaitrin Cooper
Cathy and Thomas Crum 
Justin Douglas
Firman Fund
John Gavin
John Foley and Jeff Grinspoon
Lyndsey and Eric Haynie 
Chris and Wendy Hendrickson
Jack Hilty
Jackie Kaplan and Chad Clark 
Kiryle Foundation 
Jenny and Yaron Leshem
Christine and Andrew Light
Karina and Chris Marconi
Meridian Jewelers of Aspen
Mid-Shore Community Foundation
David Mitchell
Melanie Muss and Tracy Nichols 
Chad and Ilona Oppenheim 
Blair Palmer and Seth Owen
Lori and Tomas Pevny 
Robin and Kenny Smith
Brandi and Wit Solberg
Luke and Victoria Tuddenham
Carrie and Joe Wells

$1000+
Aspen Community Foundation
Associated Jewish Charities of Baltimore
Shannon and Glen Andrews
Joanna and Robbie Bennett
Jen and James Benvenuto
Hannah Berman
Anne Boenning
Pamela and James Bolger
David Chazen
Ashley Connolly
Heather and Daryl Cramer
Maya Crothers
Kam and Michael Davies
Kristin Dittmar and Ryan Doremus
Melanie Doskocil 
Jessica and Barry Dubin
Michelle Fox
Katy and Adam Frisch 
Lacy and Ernie Fyrwald 
Christine Gieszl
Frances Ginsburg and Robert Olson
Michelle and Jared Goldberg
Andrea and James Gordon
Ashley and Jon Grzyb
Hansen Construction
Jenny and Bo Hartsfield 
Katherine and Robert Holton
Laura Johnson
Anne and David Johnston
Holly and Ryan Kalamaya
Laura and Mike Kaplan*
Annette Keller
Scott Kendrick
Katie Kissane and Paul Viola
Tracy Snow and Mark Kleckner
Allison and Eric Mangelsen

Susan and Roger Marolt
Hugh and Katie Marsh
Vanessa Obregon 
Joo Park and Randy Metz
Jena Schmidt
Kristen and Chad Schmit
Jamay and David Shook 
Ben Silverman
Kalli and Travis Sinclair
Alycia Steinberg
Ben and Natalie Taber
Samantha and Mark Terkun
Alan Tralins
Gina and Andrew Turchin
Mark and Carlie Umbarger 
Karin Wehse
Misty and Tyson Weihs

Up to $1000
Jamie Abbott
Daniel Abrutyn
Vanessa Adam
BJ Adams
Aspen Learning Center
Kristin Balko
Denali Barron
Margo Baxter
Erin and Doug Becker
Evelyn Becker
Summer Berg
Cori and Seth Berger
Ann Boenning 
Marilyn Bouldin
Adrian Bradley
Clark Briner
Lexi Brumder
Meghan Buck

Terri and Tony Caine
Laura Calk
Tori and Mark Campisi
Michele and Jim Cardamone 
Barbie Daniels
Isa Catto and Daniel Shaw
Leslie and Ken Citron
Colorado Gives Community First Foundation
Ashley Cole
Gretchen Cole and Craig Corona
Jenny Connery and Matthew Smith
Margaret Noel Daugherty
Karen and Mark Devlin
Lindsey Domek
Carrie and Jake Down
Elizabeth Esteve
Diana and Jared Ettlinger
Emily and Teddy Farrell
Paulette and Josh Fink
Isabelle and Scott Friedheim
MK and Ted Gardenswartz
Daryl and Henry Gelender
Liv Glasgow
Allison Goldberg
Dan Goldman
David Greene
Cathy Greuter
Rachel Giora Hahn
Ashley Hansen
Bunny and John Harrison
Michael Hayes
Heidi and Keith Hemstreet
Sasha Hinderberg
Lesley and Alex Hill
Jennifer and Matt Jones
Carrie Jordan
Gerald Katell

Donor List
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Up to $1000 (continued)
Katherine Kaufman
Arden Kaywin
Elizabeth and Kevin Keating 
Adriann and Chris Kelly
Alex Kendrick
Anna and Rob Klavins
Suanne and Ryan Koster 
Kathy Kroger and Ray McNutt
Kroger Market
Lindsay Lofaro
Andrew Lodge
Adam Malone
Gloria and James Marcus 
Gwen Levy and Paul Margovic 
Andrea and Robert Marriott
Tara Marolda
Helen McPherson
Joyce Meredith
Abraao Miller 
America Miller
Araci Miller
Belinda Miller
Brigida Miller
Caitlin Miller
Cathy Miller
Eleanor Miller
Evie Miller
Lara Miller
Martha Miller
Sophia Miller
Dr. Mari Mitrani
Elizabeth and Josh Mondry* 
Tara and Nathan Nelson
Gail Nichols

Natalia and Doug Peate 
Ali and David Phillips
Tiffany Phipps
Lisa and Michael Puder
Gabrielle and Bob Rafelson
Sara Ransford
Natasha and Doug Riboud
Kiki and Max Rispoli
Lina Rizzuto
Julia and Michael Rolnick
Jennifer Ryan
Mary and Loren Ryerson
Cati and Curt Sanders
Katherine Sand and Scott Martin 
Shereen and Jordan Sarick 
Stacey and Eric Schmela
Kirsten Schmit
Kim and Bill Seguin
Abdemis Shinyder
Beth Shinyder
Blanca Shinyder
Layla Shinydere
Natalia Shvacko
Kalli Sinclair
Courtney and Chris Souki
Stephanie Stach and Bill White 
Minette and Dave Stapleton 
Alycia Steinberg
Megan Steven
Victoria Stevenson
Rebecca Stirling
Wendi Sturgis
Suite Reyad Aspen
Brooks and Diane Tanner
Juanita Tate

Barbara Tobey
Victoria J Tobia
Brijetta and Parker Waller
John Ward
Ashley Wein 
Stacey and Cliff Weiss
Jane Whitmore
Juliet and John Wilcox
Vivian Williams
Mia and Steve Wilson
Laci Wright
Val and Fletcher Yaw 
Susan and Millard Zimet

Endowment Gifts 
Jim Aresty **
Alana & Blake Appleby
Daylene & Gary Lichtenwalter **
Joel Lichtenwalter
Catherine Maas *
Jennifer & Mark Styslinger ***
Jeannie & John Seybold **
William Sandersen Scholarship *

Aspen Promise Scolarship
Kiki & Steven Esrick *
Daylene & Gary Lichtenwalter **
Joel Lichtenwalter
The Leonard G. Klima Foundation*
Esther Pearlstone*
Jennifer & Mark Styslinger ***

Aspen School District 
Employee Contributions
David Baugh
Kiffor Berg
Ashley and Greg Bodkins
Caroline Cares
Rixt Clifford
Elizabeth Coyle
Nikki Dorr
Lyssa Duncan
Haylen Gonzalez-Pita
Amy Gray
Heather and Kris Kaplinski
Erin Kinney
Eileen and Jeffrey Knapp
Charlie Laube
Bryant Maggert
Jamie Mahaffey
Abby Mansfield
Narendra and Tharyn Mulberry
Kim Passero
Allina Robertson
Allison Shade
Sarah Strassburger
Tara Valentino
Laura and Marc Whitley
Shannon Worth
Karin Wehse
Neala Young
Scott Zevin

Donor List

* lifetime giving of $100,000+
** lifetime giving of $250,000+
*** lifetime giving of $500,000+
Our sincere apologies if we omitted a name
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Paul Sohn 
Chairman

Kurt Hall 
Vice Chairman

Michelle Stiller 
Vice Chairman

Cari Kuhlman 
Treasurer

Maxwell Rispoli 
Secretary

Raifie Bass

Bob Bowden

Marla Butler

Sarah Daniels

Diana Ettlinger

Emily Weingart Farrell

Molly Gilmore

Lyndsey Haynie

Pippa McHugh

Craig Navias

Ken Ramberg

Craig Rogers

Mary Scanlan

Jeannie Seybold

Brad Schlosser

Elizabeth Slossberg

Michelle Stiller

Alan Tralins

For more information contact
Cynthia Chase
Executive Director
cchase@aspenk12.net
970-429-3626

AEF Board of Directors

Ex Officio
David Baugh

Suzy Zimet

Katy Frisch

Staff
Cynthia Chase

Wendy Burge

Victoria Stevenson
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As we look toward the future, AEF has ambitious goals to support and elevate Aspen School District. AEF will 
continue to fund our annual primary programs, but will also build the program endowments, so that all future 

generations will benefit as our students do today. AEF is also committed to raising money for the implementation  
of IB throughout the entire district, in grades K-12. And, as we transition out of a year with online learning,  

we want to remain flexible to provide additional academic assistance where and when it is needed. 

We cannot do this without our community support. Please join us, however you can, to support our students  
and our district. After all, our kids can’t make changes to their educational model — but we can.


